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St Thomas More Catholic Primary School 

Collective Worship Policy 

 
 

Introduction: 

 

We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise 

and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action to God’s invitation to enter into 

relationship, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 

Worship in a Catholic School is central to its character and fundamental to promoting a sound basis 

for Christianity to flourish. It is the responsibility of each member of staff to provide quality 

opportunities for worship so that all our children can participate effectively. It is important to realise 

that our community is made up of children from committed Catholic homes, nominal Catholic 

homes, from families which belong to other Christian Churches or from families adhering to no 

particular religious denomination. This is important to consider when planning any activities 

throughout school life. 

 

Definitions 

 

Liturgy 

Liturgy literally means ‘work of the people’ and points to the fact that something else is going on 

beyond prayer. It is the formalising of worship at the heart of which is symbol and action. 

 

Prayer 

One of the early fathers of the Church described prayer as “the raising of one’s mind and heart to 

God or requesting of good things from God.” These words of St John Damascene, now found in the 

catechism, illustrate why in this Catholic school we begin and end each session with a prayer. 

 

Collective Worship 

Collective worship is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a 

relationship with Godself, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and witness of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Rationale 
 

St Thomas More Primary School is a Catholic community of faith with the main task of providing 

our children with appreciation of the religious and spiritual dimensions of life. In a Catholic school 

religious collective worship must – 

 

a) contribute to the children’s spiritual development and realisation of God’s place in their lives; 

b) be child-centred to be effective; 

c) transmit Christian culture; 

d) contribute to social awareness within themselves and as part of a community. 

 

Legal Requirements: 

 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. The 

act of worship is not designated curriculum time and will not be subsumed under any part of the 

curriculum, including religious education. In this school, as with any Voluntary Aided School, 
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responsibility for arranging Collective Worship rests with the Governing Body after consultation 

with the head teacher. 

 

The Place of Collective Worship in the Life of Our School: 

 

We endorse the belief that Collective Worship takes into account the religious and educational needs 

of all who share in it: 

 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in church 

 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church 

 Those from other Christian traditions, or none 

 Those from other faith backgrounds 

 It will be an educational activity or experience to which all can contribute and from which all 

can gain 

 
The Aims of Collective Worship: 

 

We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff: 

 

 To contemplate something of the mystery of God 

 To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 

 To explore their own beliefs 

 To respond to and celebrate life 

 To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 

 To develop a common ethos and shared values 

 To enrich religious experience 

 To grow in liturgical understanding and development 

 To reinforce prayers that are part of the Catholic tradition 

 To reinforce positive attitudes 

 To participate fully 

 To make time out to ‘wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to’ 

 

 

Principles: 

 

All acts of Worship in this school will: 

 Give glory and honour to God 

 Be a quality activity fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character 

 Give children positive liturgical experiences appropriate to their age, aptitude and family 

backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 

 

In order to do this, celebrations will: 

 Be kept small wherever possible or appropriate to personalise the experience 

 Be short and appropriately paced 

 Be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of 

settings. 
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In order to achieve the above, Collective Worship is organised as follows: 

Monday – Whole School Assembly, aided by Year 6 

Tuesday – Hymn Practice 

Wednesday – Class Prayer Service 

Thursday – Key Stage 2 Assembly / Mass. FS / Key Stage 1 in hall or classroom 

Friday – Celebration Whole School Assembly – Class assemblies – Achievements 

 

Planning: 

 

 Collective Worship in this school is planned following a structure with reference to the Church’s 

seasons, the weekly Mass Readings our Christian values, significant dates and the curriculum. 

 Scripture will be the focus for all acts of worship 

 It will relate to the school community in the light of the school’s aims and mission 

 There will be flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider 

community 

 We will aim to teach children the skills to enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship 

 We will use the planning grid for planning whenever necessary 

 

Collective worship in our school may follow the pattern or variation of the pattern 

detailed below:- 

 

 Gathering - how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet/ reflective 

 music, lighted candles, statues, sign of the cross, focus and examination of conscience etc.); 

 Word - a reading from the Scriptures (or another suitable source), breaking the word, time to 

reflect on this and prayers to fit into the theme; 

 Action - a ritual movement that everyone can join in with that fits with the theme (gestures such 

as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, responses to prayers, etc.); 

 Mission - the sending out from the celebration, giving the children something to hold onto from 

the experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily lives. 

 
 
Prayer 
 
We will continue to foster and deepen the children’s personal relationship with God our Father daily 

in prayer. We do this by helping them become aware of God’s Presence in their lives and of His love 

for them by leading them to respond to Him in a manner suited to their age. This may be in one of 

the following ways: 

 Prayer of silence 

 Spontaneous prayer 

 Praying through gesture or action 

 Formal prayer 

 

Prayer will not be confined to an act of worship. Children are encouraged to pray at other times of 

the day. Worship in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of 

school life and central to the Catholic tradition. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation: 

 

This policy is monitored by the collective worship co-ordinator and is evaluated and 

reviewed by the whole school staff every two years. Governors should review reports on the prayer 

life of the school on a termly basis. This will form part of the head teacher’s report to governors 

 

The following will be monitored:- 

 Time set aside for collective worship; 

 Whether the observed practice is consistent with agreed policy; 

 Whether collective worship is resourced in terms of materials, visual aids etc.; 

 Staff development on collective worship and its impact; 

 Prayer focus and its effectiveness in drawing pupils into prayer; 

 Impact on pupils and members of the school community; 

 Opportunities for pupils to develop the necessary skills to access worship and prayer; 

 Records of themes and teachings of the Catholic Church covered in worship. 

 

Role of the Coordinator: 

 

The co-ordinator will be responsible for:- 

 Formulating a written policy; 

 Ensuring there is a development plan for collective worship; 

 Ensuring that collective worship is appropriate to the age, aptitudes and family 

 backgrounds of pupils; 

 Ensuring that collective worship takes account of the religious and educational 

 needs of all who share in it and is rooted in the Catholic teachings; 

 Organising themes for worship; 

 Assisting the governors and head teacher in carrying out their legal responsibilities with regard to 

collective worship. 

 

Communication 

This policy will be communicated to: 

 All members of the school community; 

 Parish priest 

 New members of staff and will form part of their induction; 

 New parents, to promote positive attitudes towards collective worship. 

 

Resources: 

 

There are resources available for planning Collective Worship. These can be found in the Resource 

Room. Daily Prayer Service Books are in every classroom and a copy is also stored in the 

photocopying office. 

 

There are several Internet sites that are also a useful resource for planning. 

 

Eucharist: 

 

Eucharist celebrations form a very important part in our Collective Worship strategy. Opportunities 

for children to participate are maximised and parents and other members of the school and Parish 

communities are encouraged to attend. 
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The celebrations will take the following forms: 

 Whole school masses 

 Class and parish Masses and Liturgies 

 KS2 attending Parish mass alternate weeks. 

 Children will be prepared for the Sacraments of the Eucharist, Reconciliation and Confirmation 

within the Parish supported by the school and a teacher. 

 Special Sunday Masses will be arranged for these children to participate in. 

 

Withdrawal rights of parents 

 

Statutorily, parents have the right of withdrawal from Collective Worship. Should this right be 

exercised, the Head Teacher would invite parents who have concerns to come and discuss the matter 

as, being a small school; it is difficult to find someone to supervise a child when Collective Worship 

is in progress, especially as all staff are expected to attend. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Worship is not something separate from the rest of our school life. It reflects the way in which our 

pupils contribute and take responsibility for standards of behaviour, shared values, the quality of the 

school environment and also affirms the worth of the individual. We aim that the children in our care 

begin to realise that God is a source of infinite love and that he is active in the world and in our lives. 

Also to realise that by praying together as a community, God’s love is reflected in all of us and most 

importantly, in school life which will provide the atmosphere and opportunity to promote dialogue 

with him. Opportunities will be presented to all our children to be involved in school prayer life in 

various forms to further their spiritual growth. 

 

 

 

 

 


